POLISH ARMED FORCES THROUGH THE AGES
POLSKI SItY ZBROJNE W CIAGU WIEKOW
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y oﬂomhﬂmresultnotonlyoﬂhewauhon
f native or assimilated forms but also of the constant intake
foreign ones. Poland lies on the great cross-roads of

the earth, and life is neither safe nor easy. The nation
‘which has dwelt on these lands for a thousand years, bound
and attached to them for life and death, an industrious and

little acquaintance with peace, but has again and again
been forced to take up arms in the defence of the country.
% Thllﬁeniloryhpoormkm so the West surpassed us




with an aggressive spirit nor with a passion for

its roots lies the age-old feeling that one must be constantly
ready for battle and for death so that Poland may live.
The Polish nation has enshrined as national heroes not so
much those leaders who were the most successful as those
who, in an unequal fight against superior enemy forces,
gave their lives or shed their blood for their country,s




INTRODUCTION

In 1940 the f of war a large ber of
Polish soldiers to British territories, where a deep friend-
iip soon sprang up between us and our chivalrous hosts.
ur Allies and friends have often exr  their i _
the thousand-year-old history of the Polish Army, and
‘wishing to answer at one stroke the many questions
ch have been asked, we decided to publish a series
illustrations in colour which might give an exact picture




bears witness in this, saying in his work, *
Rationis Bellicae,’’ that only a defensive war .
The Poles have been compelled, however, to fig
continuously. Poland’s position on the eustem
of the western world, her almost total lack of na
tiers and the rapacity of her neighbc have
Pole to be a soldier and to spend a oomslderabla pu't of
his life under arms.

The Polish Army has developed along parallel lines b
those of the evolution of western armies, although local
conditions, and especially the many years of warfare with
the nations of the East—Tartars and Turks—produced
certain deviations and left their own dxshncﬁva mark on
tactics, equipment and dress.

When, in the second half of the tenth century, Pohnd
appeared on the historical scene as a powerful and organ-
lsed State, the core of her army was formed by the ducal

hold guard (per forces similar to those of the
Saxon House-Earls) which was always kept under arms,

and reinforced in time of war by a general levy of all

men capable of bearing arms. This army must have been
powerful, since in the reign of Poland’s first historical
rul -Mi I—it hed the G in 965 and 972
(at Cydyna) and under his great son Boleslaw the Brlgve it
succeeded after a war lasting f years in di
peace-terms to the Germans at Bautzen (mSucmy) in 1018
and in the same year captured Kiev, capital of Ruthenia.
AnerﬂlaUnionolPoland-mdmaGnndDuchyot

meamamlsee whchlad&othpczeaﬁm‘ joint Polish-

Lithuanian-Ruthenian State, similar in
the p Bnh.ll\ C







1794). Both won fame
in the American War of In




mking it possible for the Allies to mobilise un-

.'l'hdde!eatoilmdldmtbmkmeoonhnultyofﬂw
Polish Armed Forces. Reorganised in France from Polish
volunteers from the whole world and from Poland itself,
at army took part in the Norwegian Campaign (the High-
1d or Podhale Rifle Brigade), and in the Battle of France
(st Grenadier Division, 2nd Rifle Division, the Armoured
Brigade, and Air Force units).
After the fall of France these Polish forces were reorgan-
lledln Great Britain, where there were already some Air
units and the Polish Navy, the latter having been
‘there since the outbreak of the war. hdependen’dyo(
e troops, the C: jan Rifle Brigade was f¢ d in
Middle East, and took part in the fighting at Tobruk
‘and Gazala. After the formation of the Polish army in
Rus later transferred to the Middle East, a large military
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e (a) 1809
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(b) 1810
G dier of a Regi of Foot, Troop oammhmuu
Rifles. 2

The first half of this plate relates to the victorious cam-

paign of 1809 against Austria, led by Prince Josef Ponia-

towski. This is the army of the Duchy of Warsaw, created

in 1806.
Theﬁrstﬁgruem&mtofahnceroftheﬁndkeghmm

The Eagle above the ‘‘ Amazon shield "’ first introduced

at this time as a cap badge for the lancers, has remained
almost h d up to the p time as the general
cap badge of the Polish Army. The second figure is a
gunner of the Horse Artillery. (In the following year the
Horse Artillery received a new uniform, similar to the
French, with a single-breasted ]achet and a large fur
busby.)

The second half of the plate shows uniforms of 1810,
when new dress regulations were issued after the end of
the war, in ction with the ion of the army.
Before the war there were three divisions, known as
Legions, in the Duchy of Warsaw ; the uniforms of infantry

o and lancers were navy blue, and the Legiom were dis-
-  tinguished from each other by the colour of their facings—
| 7] thel-‘ustl.eglon had scarlet collars and cuffs with yellow
| ; ; the S d, all faci i ; the Third,

wl'ute In 1810 a single uniform was introduced for the
~ entire infantry with the exception of the 4th, 7th, and Sth
- Foot, which had been sent to Spain. These regiments
- preserved the old colours of the Legions, the 4th Foot
those of the First Legion, and so on successively. The
13th Foot wore captured white Austrian uniforms wnh
jlgm—bluahqnga
'mﬁ:nﬁguxeshowsacmdiero!akagimmtoﬂ’oot
_g:mmﬂom,whilethaumdilﬁmtofauoopex

elihcompanyotﬂwmhuoumdhﬂu The 1st

p:;az ks. Jézefa Pomatowl.hego Je
Warszawskiego, utwomnego wI.

Postaé pierwsza to utan 2 puiku u
kanonier artylerii konnej (w l’oku
konna otrzymata inny mundur, 2
jednoxzedowe] kurtce i w!al.ldej

Druga polowa tablicy odnosi si
wydano nowe przepisy mund
w steMe Warszawskim 3

iechoty i utanéw byly
sie miedzy soba barwami
kohuenexwy!oguehwéw







(@ 1810

- (b) 1812
Trooper of the Lithuanian Tartar Squadron, |
Light Horse of the Guard.

The first part of this plate also sh
year 1810.

The first figure is that of a V.
Foot. The Fusiliers had the same w
ing differences —insneadolwearmg
they had a pompon in the comp g
collar with cnmsonplpmg.andhmmd
blue cloth shoulder-straps pxped
second figure shows a junior officer
(The 10th Hussars had the same w
shakoes and gold braid.) The cavalry
Warsaw did not have separate num
types of cavalry, bntaningle'ono
eavalxy The lst, Mandsth

'l‘haﬁr-tﬁgueshmal:ooperotmammhn'l‘m :
o formed after the re-taking of :







1820
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After the fall of Nap and the ion of the lled

Congress ngdom (1815-1831) the Polish forces main~ !
tained their and

The first figure is that of a gunner of the Horse Artillery
of the Guard. The Horse Artillery of the line differed only
in that it did not wear the so-called ** Guard’s lace *’ nor
have cloth shabracks, but only black sheepskins. The
second figure represents a mounted rifleman of the Gu

Mrsgimnwalnmdycomposedoimbmrmgh!,
- Horse of the Guard, hutd\mngﬂwwuotlm—m

‘regiments o
lancars.dmmg\lhhedmkomﬂ\eoﬁwrbyﬂleoolwn 7
ottheufadngsmdd\aeo!au:o“hm:hnnu "l'haln,







u.c.o. d the 1st Rifles, Sapper, N.C.O.
Trooper of the 2nd llmbl lﬂll-

Th:sphteshowsﬁeldunifomoﬂhppenodoi th
with Russia in 1830-1831. ;
The first figure is that of a non-commissioned
of the 1st Rifle Regiment. The number on the cover

R his Yt

y; the
was shown on the shield below the eagle.
3rd Rifle Regiments had yellow shou
andmlhadnavybmeshonldex—ctmpj
mdlvmonalnumberwummm







~ Cavalry Regiment.. ﬂ\eﬁﬁhﬁgurerepresenbanoﬁcer

»nisedhﬁantryregmenhworezopndcapswhhahud*

1831

4th L Field Artillery, Poznan

Cavalry, Sth Infantry ;

Generals : Artillery and Cavalry; Oneuolﬁomm,

Other ranks : 4th Infantry, Colonel Kuszel's Rifles, 1st
Mazovian Cavalry, 2nd Cracow Cavalry.

Plate 17, like the preceding plate, shows the uniforms
of the war of 1830-1831. Side by side with the former
regular army, we see the uniforms of the new formations,
which were intended to have a distinctive Pollshchmclez
and to i many of the folk-dress.

mﬁmtmountedﬁgureuﬂlatofanoﬁcerofﬂle

Carabineers (the pre-war military police). The second is

an officer of the 4th Lancers, the third an officer of the
ﬁewhﬁneryundthetaurthmoﬁcerofﬁlommm,'

of the Oth Infantry Regi In the

in the regimental colour, mainly yellow, whileonly”he
9th and 10th regi wore the







 CRIMEAN WAR 1854-1855

Officer of the 2nd Dragoons, Officer and Trooper of
Ottoman Cossack Regiment.

This plate shows the Polish volunteer i
- Turkey at the time of the Crimean War. The Poles h
to take advantage of the war b the Western Powers
and Russia to regain their independence by armed action.
Volunteer units were formed within the Turkish Army.
Their C der, Michal Czaj (Sadyk Pasha), a
fervent champion of Polish-Ukrainian union, gave some of
his formations the name of Cossacks. In addition to these
units, some Polish units were raised by the British. This
was, th , the first inst of direct military col-
laboration between Poland and Great Britain. .

The first figure is that of a senior officer of the 2nd
Ottoman Dragoons, as shown in contemporary drawings
and an original uniform in the Military Museum in Warsaw.
The second figure shows a senior officer of the Ottoman
Cossacks, and the third—a Cossack of the 1st Ottoman
Cossack Regiment. Both these figures are taken from

SImpOsaLy gs and portraits. The 2nd Ottoman
C k Regi which existed for a short time, had the
same unifc as the 1st R , except that its facings

‘were white and not scarlet.
All the Polish volunteer formations of the period between
1831 and 1863 endeavoured to preserve national charac-
teristics, or at least national colours, e.g., the Polish
- formations in the Spanish Foreign Legion, the Lombard
Legion, the Polish-Hungarian Legions, the units par-
ticipating in the anti-German rising of 1848, the Ottoman
Comnhmdnmgomuoﬂsssmthsmeeeodingyem.-







This plate describes the period of the lBBs—lBMNahoml :
lnsumcuon 'I'l\el’oleshadneveracqmascedinfhek
loss of i di and und wen!
on without a breal: while at every opportunity they rose
to arms against one or another of the three partitioning
powers. Whenever any one of the latter was involved
in a war, Polish volunteer formations were at once raised

~ on the side of its opponents.
to stir up risings in Poland itself, such as the unsuccessful
rising of Zaliwski in 1833, the anti-Austrian movement in
Southern Poland in 1846 and the 1848 rising against the

~ was the rising of 1863-1864, wllichembncgdthnwholapun ;
otPohndmxadbyRudamdlutedm:myelu







msphtedealsmthﬂwpemdoﬂheﬁntvvorld /ar,
and shows the Legions of Pilsudski. 'I'hesewe:etho&pt
regular Polish formations after a gap of many years, ‘and
‘were raised for the most part from the Polish riflemen’s
associations and clubs already in existence before the war.
They were organised with the idea that Poland, rebomn
in the cataclysm of war, should have in readiness

of soldiers trained according to her own regulations |
traditions. ThelstandandBngadeswerefqmed” 0

ly, each

sisting of two regi Thsllt"f
extent, formed a nucleus for the Polish M







This plate also represents the period of the First
War, and shows the First Polish Corps in the East.

First World War. The first Polish units, originally sma
were formed at the end of 1914, as the Pulawy Legion, but
after the disintegration of the Russian army they were
reinforced by a mass of Polish soldiers who had forr y
been forcibly called up by the Russians ; they

expanded to three corps, well-equipped and

units of every arm. The first figure is a .
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Here are shown the Ppﬁnh\ﬁorw.m France
of the First World War. a
unit, the Bay Legion, was :
soil at Bayonne. It fought as part of the
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.ln ordertoumfythapxevailhg d:ve‘nity
dress

xemamedmforcewithatewmhoralhmﬂmmﬂl
Dumgthewa:oilals-lszomeywexomuodugodh
units only. The regulations envisaged a
uniform and square cap, nnd a change

The gorget-patches of generals, all other
differed only in the width of their braid







organise her armed forces. The destruction and
povensln'nemofu\ecounttyandtheneesuityo!rem,
y on national s forced Poland to base
her defence on an army composed chiefly of lnhnh-y
divisions and cavalry brigades. The size of her air force
and armoured units was insufficient, although they v

initiated her own war industry, setting up
Industrial Region. By 1939 she had the prototy
fighter-planes and light bombers, and was
out a certain amount of reconnaissance







1939 Lo

Trumpeter-Sergeant (Medium Ertillery), Private of

Trooper of the !nughlmu.hpﬂdamy
School.

When the Germans began their invasion of Poland
September, 1939 Poland faced a task beyond her strength.
y ivisi of which l4wexeannmu&l
oA R CTE =
invader a three-fold numerical supenonty, not to
of the considerably greater fire power of his i
divisions, a twenty-fold pzepondemnnamammnd
ment and a ten-fold superiority in the air. The
rapidly gained complete control of the air, a
first time and with complete ruthlessness made
* methods of total warfare. The Poles were not in-
tosetoﬁﬂusprepm\demcebymﬁwmoﬂ
fighti The G had, h , to
/ meuwctory,melossesotthehuﬂmﬁebehg
great. The Poles, who suffered heavy casualties !
meamedforeeaandammgstﬂ\edvﬂlm ul







Here are shown figures representing the men who
ﬂgeﬁrstmtmswartolakethemlgh!yunpactoﬂhe
Thaﬁntﬁguze:sthatofa?ohshsaﬂor Thebegmningi‘

of the Polish Navy date from the XVIth century, in the reign

of Zygmunt August. There was, however, a greater

pansion under Wladyslaw IV, when the navy won a

e After her restoration in 1918, Poland mumdmtely pro-

o ceeded to organise her navy. At the time of the outbreak of
warmlsasnwasshnmweakwfacealonetha
in the Baltic, and a considerable part of the flee
received orders to join the Royal Navy, by
has been fighting up to the present day.
September campaign the Polish Navy disti






by various routes. They came
barriers from Poland, &ommernmexf

Theﬁntﬁgnmuthmofariﬂemanotﬂle&hkegimem
dﬂla&\dmﬂemﬂdm(whichwmmmneuwtuctoz)







(2) POLISH FORCES IN THE MIDDLE
Officer of the Carpathian l’l.

‘() rousnAqu_ IN RUSSIA 19.

The first part of this plate shows two
fighting men in the Middle East, 1940-1942,

Bﬁgldpmdﬂnleoondi-mdaunor
Thaseeondpnﬂotﬁwphteshmﬂ\el’olishamrin
- Russia in the winter of 1941-1942. This army, which was
~ raised in extremely hard conditions both as to climate and
mpplielmmadeup otPole-whohndhemhkemu
Zip the Russians in

4 qllsee.andolro!e-whohadbeeninmadandmuered’
mxougbounhegreatazeuofm ‘The Polish Forces
Mmﬂwnmovedh!nq whare,nna:rgceiving
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andalsothema;ontyoimel’ohshml’m 7 <
'rhePolas loyaltothei:alliance.tookupmpirpodﬁon

Pohlhaimmwentmthaﬁghtatm Dnrmgﬂw
Bcnlaofxﬁumhlmtheybroughtdmmxwperem

- of the total of Gi planes d
= bombmgsorheamedwtwexmybnﬂoryhy?olmh

- The Polish squadron in M’Cmni\dhnuunkor
'damaged a number of enemy U-boats. Polish warships
and merchantmen took part in actions, expeditions and .

~ convoys on most of the Seven Seas, not excepting the Far
East. 7

The first figure is that of a private in an Armoured










